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The DICE Forum launched tree plantation drive and KITAB
community library project at the Sundas Foundation’s
Thalassemia Centre in F9 Fatimma Jinnah Park Islamabad.
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Minister of State for Law and Justice Barrister
Ageel Malik highlighted the importance of
collective action in addressing climate change,
promoting education and strengthening
community welfare while speaking at the
inauguration ceremony of the KITAB Community
Library Project and tree plantation drive
organised by the DICE Forum. He appreciated
the environmental performance presented by
children at the event, describing it as a powerful
reminder of the urgency of climate change and
the need for greater public awareness and action.

The minister praised the leadership of Aliya Agha
and the DICE Forum for initiating a timely project
ahead of the monsoon season, noting that such
efforts reflected the importance of collaboration
between government institutions, civil society,
the diplomatic community and overseas
Pakistanis. He said meaningful partnerships were
essential to tackling shared challenges and
supporting humanitarian causes, particularly
those focused on children and vulnerable
communities.

Barrister Ageel Malik also acknowledged the
work of Air Vice Marshal (R) Aftab Hussain and
the Sundas Foundation, expressing admiration
for the services being provided at the
Thalassemia Centre. He assured support from
both his personal and governmental capacity,
including assistance in legal, legislative and
collaborative initiatives, as well as efforts to
connect organisations with companies for
corporate social responsibility partnerships.
Speaking about the KITAB Community Library
Project, the minister described libraries as spaces
where ideas, learning and opportunities grow.
Referring to Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah’s vision on education, he stressed that
expanding access to knowledge was vital for
national progress.

Addressing environmental concerns, he referred
to the devastating floods of 2022 and 2025 and
warned that Pakistan remained highly vulnerable
to climate-related disasters. He emphasised the
importance of tree plantation and environmental
conservation, particularly in preserving
Islamabad’s natural beauty and the Margalla Hills.
Concluding his remarks, he urged young people
to remain engaged in social and environmental
initiatives, stating that small collective efforts can
lead to meaningful and lasting change.
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Her Excellency Ambassador Irina Gancheva
highlighted the importance of education,
compassion and environmental responsibility
while addressing the inauguration ceremony of
the KITAB Community Library Project and tree
plantation drive. She appreciated the efforts of
the organisers for bringing together initiatives
that promote knowledge, social welfare and
sustainability under one platform.

The ambassador described the KITAB project as

an inspiring initiative that reflects the | \/ | RS IRENA
transformative power of books and learning. °

She noted that books serve as gateways to GANCHEVA
imagination, empowerment and progress,

particularly in a country like Pakistan where

millions of children remain out of school. Ambassador

Stressing the importance of reading in the .
modern digital age, she said that while Bulgana
technology and artificial intelligence provide

instant access to information, books remain an
irreplaceable source of deep and meaningful
knowledge.

Drawing parallels with Bulgaria’s own history,
Ambassador Gancheva shared how literature,
education and scholars helped preserve
Bulgarian identity, language and culture during
centuries of foreign rule. She also highlighted
Bulgaria’s traditions of celebrating teachers,
writers, scientists and cultural heritage, saying
that the values behind the KITAB project
strongly resonated with her country’s
experience.

The ambassador also reflected on her visit to
the Sundas Foundation Thalassemia Centre,
describing it as a reminder of the importance of
compassion, healthcare and support for
vulnerable communities. Concluding her
remarks, she emphasised the urgency of
addressing climate change and praised the tree
plantation drive as a simple yet impactful step
towards protecting the environment and
creating a sustainable future.
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The DICE Forum inaugurated its Tree Plantation
Drive and the KITAB Project at the Sundas Found-
ation premises in F-9 Park, Islamabad, bringing
together diplomats, community leaders, development
practitioners, and children to promote environmental
sustainability and access to education.

Pakistan’s forest cover remains below five percent
and continues to face pressure from population
growth, urbanisation, and unsustainable use of
natural resources. The tree plantation drive was
presented as a meaningful step towards cleaner air,
healthier communities, and greater climate resilience.
The event also introduced the vision of the DICE
Forum, a platform built around four core pillars:
Diplomacy, Inclusion, Climate Action, and Education.
Representatives emphasized the importance of
dialogue, inclusive development, climate
responsibility, and education as essential foundations
for sustainable progress in Pakistan.

A key highlight was the launch of the KITAB Project,
aimed at establishing libraries and reading spaces
within underprivileged and informal community
schools. Organisers drew attention to Pakistan’s
growing learning crisis, where millions of children
remain out of school and many struggle with basic
reading skills. The project was described as a
practical and evidence-based initiative designed to
bridge educational access and quality gaps through
affordable community libraries and reading
programmes.

Participants also visited the Sundas Foundation’s
thalassemia care facility, reinforcing the importance
of inclusive healthcare and social development in
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

The youths participation is crucial and a strong
message about engaging younger generations in
climate awareness and community responsibility via
engagement through arts.
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Air Vice Marshal (R) Aftab Hussain expressed
gratitude to the distinguished guests, diplomats and
participants for attending the inauguration ceremony,
stating that their presence reflected solidarity and
support for children battling thalassemia every day.
He also appreciated the efforts of the DICE Forum for
promoting diplomacy, inclusion, climate action and
education, describing such initiatives as essential
bridges for social progress and community
development.

Highlighting the work of the Sundas Foundation
Thalassemia Centre, he shared that the organisation
took over the facility nearly a decade ago and is
currently serving around 700 thalassemia patients
and 110 haemophiliac children from Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, former FATA regions, Swat and
Jhelum. He explained that the foundation provides
medicines, blood transfusions, testing and
investigations despite growing financial and
operational challenges.

Air Vice Marshal Hussain noted that the monthly cost
of treatment per patient has increased significantly
from around Rs30,000 to nearly Rs100,000 over the
past few years, with annual expenses reaching
approximately Rs80 million. He credited
philanthropic individuals and organisations for
helping sustain these services during difficult
economic conditions.

He emphasised that the organisation’s mission
extends beyond treatment towards preventing
thalassemia in Pakistan. In this regard, he highlighted
the installation of a new thalassemia testing machine
to identify carriers and patients, stressing that carrier
screening and awareness are critical to preventing
the birth of children with the disease.
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MRS,
NOMPUMELELO
ABU-BASUTU
President of IFWA

Wife of Ambassador
of Zimbabwe

It is truly a pleasure to be part of today’s meaningful initiative.

First, | would like to commend The DICE Forum for the remarkable work it is doing. The
KITAB (books) Project stands out as a unique and well-conceived initiative. It reflects deep
understanding of the connection between education, community development for long-
term sustainability.

Second, what | find especially inspiring is the way this initiative brings together
environmental action and youth engagement. Addressing climate change is one of the

defining challenges of our time, and involving young people in meaningful ways.

The children performed a beautiful skit which carried a powerful message: protecting
nature is a shared responsibility.

| would also like to acknowledge the inspiring work being carried out here for thalassaemia
patients by the Sundus Foundation.

It has been an honour to participate in this initiative, and | sincerely commend all those who
have made it possible.

Thank you.
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KITAB community library project launched by the Dice Forum. Minister of State for Law and
Justice, Barrister Ageel Malik, was the chief guest. Honorable Ambassador of Bulgaria Mrs. Irena
Gancheva, High Commissioner of South Africa Mr. Rudolph Pierre Jordaan, Counsel General Ghana
Omer Shahid Butt, Honorary Counsel General of Kyrgyzstan Kashif Mehar, Aliya Agha Chairperson
the DICE Forum and Air Vice Marshal (R) Aftab Hussain, Director Sundas Foundation
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The DICE Forum launches tree plantation drive at the F-9 Fatima Jinnah Park Sundas Foundation
Thalassemia Center, Islamabad. Dignitaries planting the first tree.
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Visit of Pakistan
Thalassemia Center

Lunch box being given by
Mr.Rudolph Pierre Jordaan
High Commissioner of
South Africa

Lunch box being given by
Minister of State Barrister
Agqeel Malik

Lunch box being given by
Ambassador of Bulgaria,
Mrs. Irena Gancheva
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INAUGURAL SEMINAR

Chairpeson The D-kal‘E“ -
Forum Aliya Agha

Minister of State Barrister Ambassador of Bulgaria
Ageel Malik Mrs. Irena Gancheva

Director Sundas Foundation, Air Vice

Marshal (R) Aftab Hussain
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Tree Plantation by
Minister of State Barrister
. Ageel Malik and

- Ambassador of Bulgaria

Tree Plantation by
Mr.Rudolph Pierre Jordaan

High Commissioner of South Africa

Tree Plantation b
Mr. Omer Shahid Butt
Honrary Counsel General Ghana
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Plantation drive, library project launched
to promote sustainability, education

Istamabad : She ‘"’d l]'l'plﬂltlliﬁn
drive symbaolised a commit-
In a step towards promoting _+ ment to environmental re-
environmental sustainability § ... 1 silience, while the KITAB |’
and access to education, the u ' *  project aimed to promote
DICE Forum organised a i \ v | . w | reading culture and expand
tree plantation drive and the g™ _ access 1o leaming resources
inauguration of the KITAB for underprivileged children.
community school library Ambassador of Bulgaria
project here on Wednesday. !f Irena Gancheva highlighted
Minister of State for Law the interconnected impor.

and Justice Barrister Aqed llmhal (r) Al‘ul: Hlmaht. Ihfrrnn: to thmmr tance of knowledge, com-
Mudik was the chief guest on  Director Sundas Foundation change, he noted that Pak- passion and esvironmental
the oocasion. thalassemia center attended  istan remains among the protection She appmd:td
Ambassador of Bulgaria the event. Aqeel emphasised countries most vulnerable to  the KITAB initiative, stress

Mrs. Irena Gancheva, High the need to integrate educa- its impacts and stressed the  ing the continued rdﬁrm
Commissioner of South tion, environmental stew- need for sustained and prac- of reading and education in
Africa, Mr. Rudolph Pierre ardship and social responsi- tical action (o address eswvi- an era increasingly shaped
Jordaan, wife of Ambas- bility as key pillars of ronmental challenges. by artificial intelligence and
sador of Zimbabwe Mrs. national development. Chadrperson of the DICE  advanced technologies.
Nompumelelo Abu- Basutu ~ He said soch initiatives Forum Aliva Agha under-  Air Vice Marshal (r)
IFWA president, Counsel play an important role in scored Pakistan's cimate val-  Aftab Hussain said the initia-
General Ghana, Omer shaping informed, nesponsi- nerability, noting that forest tive represented an invest-
Shahid Butt , Hoorary Coun-  ble citizens and fully sup- cover retnadns below five per - ment in both environmental
sl General of Kymgyzstan, ported from the govern- cent and continues to face well-being and intellectual
Kashif Mehar and Air Vice ment. pressure from  population development.
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_“In three words I can sum up everything I've learned about life: It goes on.”

Robert Frost
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DICE Forum launches tree plantation
drive, opens community library

ZUBAIR QURESHI

In a significant step to-

wards promoting envi-
ronmental sustainabili-
ty and expanding access
to education, the Diplo-
macy, Inclusion, Climate
and Education (DICE)
Forum on Wednesday
organized a tree plan-
tation drive and inau-
gurated the Kitab Com-
munity School Library
Project at the Pakistan
Thalassemia Centre
managed by the Sundas
Foundation in Islama-
bad.

The initiative
brought together pol-
icymakers, diplomats,
social sector leaders
and members of civil so-
ciety, underscoring the
growing importance of
linking education, envi-
ronmental stewardship
and community welfare
with practical grass-
roots action.

Minister of State for

Law and Justice Bar-

#

rister Ageel Malik, who
attended as chief guest,

Minister of State for Law and Justice Barrister
Aqeel Malik, Ambassador of Bulgaria to
Pakistan Mrs. Irena Gancheva, HC of South
Africa Mr. Rudolph Pierre Jordaanand other
guests taking part in a tree plantation activity
here on Wednesday.

emphasized the need
to integrate education,
environmental respon-
sibility and social con-
sciousness as key pillars
of national develop-
ment. He said such ini-
tiatives play a vital role
in shaping informed and
responsible citizens and
assured full govern-
ment support for efforts
aimed at community
uplift.

Quoting Quaid-i-
Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, the minister re-
affirmed that education
remains fundamental
to national progress.
Referring to climate
change, he noted that
Pakistan remains
among the countries
most vulnerable to en-
vironmental impacts
and stressed the need
for sustained, practical
measures to address
emerging climate chal-
lenges.
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DICE Forum Launches Tree Plantation and KITAB
Library Project with International Diplomats

Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD :

In a step towards pro-
moting environmental
sustainability and
access to education, a
tree plantation drive
and the inauguration of
the KITAB community
school library project
organized by the DICE

Forum at Sundas
Foundation in
Islamabad on
Wednesday.

Minister of State law
and justice, Barrister
Ageel Malik was the
Chief guest.
Ambassador of Bulgaria
Irena Gancheva, High
Commissioner of South
Africa, Rudolph Pierre
Jordaan, wife of
Ambassador of
Zimbabwe
Nompumelelo Abu-
Basutu IFWA president,
Counsel General Ghana,
Omer Shahid Butt,
Honrary Counsel
General of Kyrgyzstan,
Kashif Mehar and Air
Vice Marshal (R) Aftab
Hussain, Director
Sundas Foundation tha-
lassemia center attend-
ed the event.

Minister of State for
Law and Justice
Barrister Ageel Malik
emphasized the need to
integrate  education,

environmental stew-
ardship and social
responsibility as key
pillars of national devel-
opment. He said such
initiatives play an
important role in shap-
ing informed, responsi-
ble citizens and fully
supported from the
government,

Quoting Quaid-i-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
the Minister reaffirmed
that education is funda-
mental to national
progress. Referring to
climate change, he
noted that Pakistan
remains among the
countries most vulnera-
ble to its impacts and
stressed the need for
sustained and practical
action to address envi-
ronmental challenges.
Chairperson of the
DICE Forum Aliya Agha,
in her opening remarks,

underscored Pakistan's

climate vulnerability,
noting that forest cover
remains below five per
cent and continues to
face pressure from pop-
ulation growth and
resource use, She said
the plantation drive
symbolised a commit-
ment to environmental
resilience, while the
KITAB project aimed to
promote reading cul-
ture and expand access
to learning resources
for  underprivileged
children.

Ambassador of Bulgaria
to Pakistan, Irena
Gancheva, in her
remarks, highlighted
the interconnected
importance of knowl-
edge, compassion and
environmental protec-
tion. She appreciated
the KITAB initiative,
stressing the continued

relevance of reading
and education in an era
increasingly shaped by

artificial intelligence
and advanced technol-
gies. She also empha-
sised compassion in
relation to the tha-
lassemia centre and
referred briefly to glob-
al responsibility in
addressing climate
change.

Air Vice Marshal (R)
Aftab Hussain, Director
of the Sundas
Foundation
Thalassemia Centre,
said the initiative repre-
sented an investment in
both  environmental
well-being and intellec-
tual development. He
also highlighted the
burden of thalassemia
in Pakistan and called
for greater awareness
and preventive screen-

ing.
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DICE Forum Launches Tree Plantation,
Library Project in Islamabad

METRO TIMES

Islamabad: In a step
toward promoting
environmental sus-
tainability and
access to education,
the DICE Forum
organized a tree
plantation drive and
inaugurated the
KITAB community
school library pre-
ject at the Sundas
Foundation in
Islamabad
Wednesday.

Minister of State
for Law and Justice,
Barrister Aqeel
Malik, attended the
event as the chiefl
guest. Among the
distinguished par-
ticipants were
Ambassador of
Bulgaria to Pakistan
lrena Cancheva:
High Commissioner
of South Africa
Rudolph Pierre
Jordaan ;
Nompumelelo Abu-
Basutu, wife of the
Ambassador of
Zimbabwe and IFWA
President; Consul
General of Chana
Omer Shahid Butt;

Honorary Consul
Ceneral of
Kyrgyzstan Kashif

Mehar; and Air Vice
Marshal (R) Aftab
Hussain, Director of
the Sundas
Foundartion
Thalassemia Centre,

Addressing the
ceremony, Barrister

Ageel Malik empha-
sized the need to
integrate education,
environmental
stewardship, and
social responsibility
as key pillars of
national develop-
ment. He stated that

such initiatives play
a vital role in shap-
ing informed and
responsible citizens
and assured full gov-
ernment support.
Quoting Quaid-i-
Azam Muhammad
All Jinnah, the min-
ister reaffirmed that
education is funda-
mental to national
progress. Referring
to climate change,
he noted that
Pakistan is among
the countries most
vulnerable to its
impacts and stressed
the need for sus-
tained and practical
measures to address
environmental chal-
lenges.
Chairperson of
the DICE Forum,

Aliya Agha, in her
opening remarks,
highlighted
Pakistan's climate
vulnerability, not-
ing that forest cover
remains below five
percent and contin-
ues to face pressure

due o population
growth and resource
consumption. She
said the plantation
drive symbolizes a
commitment to
environmental
resilience, while the
KITAB project aims
to promote a reading
culture and expand
access to learning
resources for under-
privileged children.
Ambassador of

Bulgaria to
Pakistan, Irena
Cancheva, under-

scored the intercon-
nected importance
of knowledge, com-
passion, and envi-
ronmental protec-
tion, She appreciat-
ed the KITAB initia-
tive and stressed the

continued relevance
of reading and edu-
cation in an era
increasingly shaped
by artificial intelli-
gence and advanced
technologies. She
also emphasized
compassion in rela-
tion to the tha-
lassemia centre and
briefly referred to
global responsibility
in tackling climate
change.

Air Vice Marshal
(R} Aftab Hussain,
Director of the
Sundas Foundation
Thalassemia
Centre, stated that
the initiative repre-
sents an investment
in both environ-
mental well-being
and intellectual
development. He
also highlighted the
burden of tha-
lassemia in Pakistan
and called for
greater awareness
and preventive
screening.

The initiative,
organized by the
DICE Forum at the
Pakistan
Thalassemia Centre
managed by the
Sundas Foundation,
brought  together
policymakers, diplo-
mats, and civil soci-
ety representatives
to highlight the
importance of educa-
tion, environmental
protection, and com-
munity wellare.
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Islamabad : In a step
towards promoting
environmental
sustainability and access
to education. a tree
plantation drive and the
inauguration of the
KITAB community
school library project
organised by the DICE
Forum at Sundas
Foundation in Islamabad
on Wednesday Minister
of State law and justice.
Barrister Ageel Malik
was the Chief guest,
Ambassador of Bulgaria
Irena Gancheva. High
Commissioner of South
Adrica. Rudolph Pierre
Jordaan., wife of
Ambassador of
Zimbabwe Nompumelelo
Abu- Basutu IFWA

07-05-2026

Times International News Service

DICE Forum Marks Milestone with Tree Plantation
Drive and Library Project at Sundas Foundation
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president. Counsel General
Ghana. Omer Shahid Butt.
Honrary Counsel General
of Kyrgvzstan. Kashif
Mehar and Air Vice
Marshal (R) Aftab
Hussain, Director Sundas
Foundation thalassemia
center attended the
event. Mimister of State for
Law and Justice Barrister
Ageel Malik emphasized

22
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the need to integrate
education, environmental
stewardship and social
responsibility as key

pillars of national
development. He said
such initiatives play an
important role in shaping
informed. responsible
citizens and fully
supported from the
government.Quoting

Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Al
Jinnah, the Minister reaffirmed
that education is fundamental to
national progress. Referring to
climate change. he noted that
Pakistan remains among the
countries most vulnerable to its
impacts and stressed the need
for sustained and practical
action to address environmental
challenges.Chairperson of the
DICE Forum Aliva Agha. m her
opening remarks, underscored
Pakistan’s climate vulnerability.
noting that forest cover remains
below five per cent and
continues to face pressure from
population growth and resource
use. She said the plantation
drive symbolised a commitment
to environmental resilience,
while the KITAB project aimed
to promote reading culture and
expand access to learning
resources for underprivileged
children,
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DICE Forum Marks Milestone with Tree Plantation
Drive and Library Project at Sundas Foundation

(TNS)

Islamabad : In a step
towards prometing
environmnmental
sustainability and access
to education, a tree
plantation drive and the
inavguration of the
KITAB community
school library project
organised by the DICE
Forum at Sundas
Foundation in Islamabad
on Wednesday. Minister
of State law and justice.
Barrister Aqeel Malik
was the Chief guest,
Ambassador of Bulgaria
Irena Gancheva. High
Commussioner of South
Africa. Rudolph Pierre
Jordaan. wife of
Ambassador of
Zimbabwe Nompumelelo
Abu- Basutu IFWA

Tnangursl e ol

president. Counsel General
Ghana. Omer Shahid Buit.
Honrary Counsel General
of Kyrgvzstan. Kashif
Mehar and Air Vice
Marshal (R) Aftab
Hussam. Director Sundas
Foundation thalassemia
center attended the
event. Minster of State lor
Law and Justice Barrister
Aqeel Malik emphasized
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the need to integrate
education. environmental
stewardship and social
responsibility as kev

pillars of national
development. He said
such mmtiatives play an
important role in shaping
informed. responsible
citizens and fully
supported from the
government. Quoting

Quaid-1-Azam Muhammad Al
Jinnah. the Mimster reaffirmed
that education 18 fundamental to
national progress. Referring to
climate change. he noted that
Pakistan remains among the
countries most vulnerable to its
impacts and stressed the need
for sustained and practical
action to address environmental
challenges.Chairperson of the
DICE Forum Aliva Agha. in her
opening remarks, underscored
Pakistan’s climate vulnerability.
noting that forest cover remains
below five per cent and
continues to face pressure from
population growth and resource
use. She said the plantation
drive symbolised a commitment
to envirommental resilience,
while the KITAB project aimed
to promote reading culture and
expand access to learning
resources for underprivileged
children.
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DICE Forum Marks Milestone with Tree Plantation
Drive and Library Project at Sundas Foundation

(TNS)

Islamabad In a step
towards promoting
environmental
sustainability and access
to education, a tree
plantation drive and the
inauguration of the
KITAB community
school library project
organised by the DICE
Forum at Sundas
Foundation in Islamabad
on Wednesday Minister
of State law and justice.
Barrister Ageel Malik
was the Chiefl guest.
Ambassador of Bulgaria
Irena Gancheva. High
Commissioner of South
Africa. Rudolph Pierre
Jordaan,

Zimbabwe Nompumelelo
Abu- Basutu IFWA
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Inaugural bus of givs,
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Community Library
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wife of
Ambassador of

president, Counsel General
Ghana. Omer Shahid Butt.
Honrary Counsel General
of Kyrgyzstan,
Mehar and Air Vice
Marshal (R) Aftab
Hussain. Director Sundas
Foundation thalassemia
center attended the

event. Mimster of State for

Law and Justice Barrister
Aqeel Malik emphasized
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the need to
education. environmental
stewardship and social

integrate

responsibility as key
pillars of national
development. He said
such initiatives play an
important role in shaping
informed. responsible
citizens and fully
supported from the
government.Quoting

Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah. the Minister reaffirmed
that education is fundamental to
national progress. Referring to
climate change. he noted that
Pakistan remains among the
countries most vulnerable to its
mmpacts and stressed the need
for sustained and practical
action to address environmental
challenges.Chairperson of the
DICE Forum Aliva Agha, in her
opening remarks. underscored
Pakistan’s climate vulnerability,
noting that forest cover remains
below five per cent and
continues to face pressure from
population growth and resource
use. She said the plantation
drive symbolised a commitment
to environmental resilience.
while the KITAB project aimed
to promote reading culture and
expand access to learning
resources for underprivileged
children.
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Building bridges
across nations and
communities for
inclusive, climate-
resilient and
knowledge-driven

socileties.

Instagram: thediceforum
Facebook: thediceforum
Linkedin: thediceforum

Contact: 0301 5950222 info@thediceforum.com www.thediceforum.com
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